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pas toujours.    La volonte generale est toujours droite, niais
le jugement qui la guide n'est pas toujours eclaire. 8

Rousseau was led by these misgivings almost to
doubt the practical possibility of wise legislation by
his ideal democracy. He seems to have thought that
the legislator who could properly guide the people in
the exercise of their sovereign powers would only
appear at long intervals, and must virtually be semi-
divine. In connection with these ideas, he made a
prediction which has contributed nearly as much to
his fame as any of his social and political speculations.
Sharing the general interest and sympathy which the
gallant struggle of the Corsicans for independence
had excited in his day, he persuaded himself that the
ideal legislator would most probably arise in Corsica.
" J'ai quelque pressentiment," he writes, " qu'un
jour, cette petite ile 4tonner~a 1'Europe." The pro-
phecy has been repeatedly taken to mean that
Rousseau foresaw the birth in Corsica, seven years
later, of a military genius after whom the Code Civil
of France would be named.

One further remark, not perhaps at first sight
obvious, ought to be made of these political theories
of Rousseau and Bentham which contribute so largely
to the mental stock of the classes now rising to power
in Europe. These theories were, in their origin,

8 Contrat Social, ii. 6. The latter part of this chapter is
replete with good sense.